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INTRODUCTION

Russia occupied a central place in the Bukhara Emirate's trade
relations with foreign countries. Russian products were in
demand in Bukhara, and Bukharan products in Russia. Trade
between the two countries increased several times by the
second half of the 19th century. In the Emirate's trade
relations with Russia, the trade of cotton and karakul had a
special significance. These products accounted for 90% of all
trade goods exported to Russia. Karakul are in high demand
not only in Russia, but also in European countries, which
indicates the effectiveness of their sale on the world market.

RESULTS

In the agriculture of the Bukhara Emirate, livestock farming
was one of the most profitable sectors. The majority of the
population living in the emirate also engaged in livestock
farming. According to the data, the total number of livestock
in the emirate was 10 million head, of which 4 million were
Karakul sheep-1, C.43]. In livestock farming, great attention
was paid to the raising of Karakul sheep, which were raised in
almost all regions of the country. In 1840-1850, 427,797
karakul fur were exported from Bukhara to Russia via the
Orenburg road, and 60,583 fur were exported via the Troitsk

This article analyzes the role, price, and quantity of karakul fur in Bukhara-Russia trade
relations in the second half of the 19th - early 20th centuries. It also provides
information on traders engaged in the sale of karakul, their income from this trade, in
which regions karakul are grown, and in which regions this trade is conducted.

Bukhara Emirate, Russia, karakul fur, market, fair, trade, livestock farming, profit.

road-2, C.69].

By the end of the 19th century, livestock farming became a
source of income for the population. The Karakul sheep breed
dominated the industry. Such sheep were mostly raised in the
Guzar, Chardzhou, Karshi, Karki, and Kalif principalities. In
Eastern Bukhara, Karakul, Kurgantepa, and Kulyab sheep
breeds were bred more often-3, C.53]. During this period,
livestock breeders in the Bukhara Emirate achieved great
success, and the number of sheep and lambs increased by 6
times-4, C.92]. For example, residents living in the villages of
Jilikol and Karaturkman of Korgontepa province sold 21,000
pieces of blackbuck skins per year-5, C.57].

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the karakul fur trade
played an important role in the emirate after cotton exports.
The export of karakul fur to Russia and other foreign countries
increased from year to year. In 1840-1849, 398 thousand
pieces of karakul fur were exported, in 1887 - 750 thousand
pieces, in 1903 - 1 million pieces, in 1909 - 1 million 800
thousand pieces, and by 1912 - 2 million pieces of karakul
fur-6, C.21]. The average price of Karakul skin is 9,5 rubles,
and the total price is 19 million rubles-7, B.3].
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The Mirshodi market is considered one of the cheapest
markets for livestock in Central Asia. According to the Mirshodi
customs inspector, 10,000 to 20,000 head of livestock are
transported through customs to Western Bukhara annually-8,
b.377]. It is known that middle-class traders bought livestock
from this market at low prices and sold it in the Guzar and
Karshi markets. It is also noted in sources that traders from
various regions of Bukhara, Samarkand and Turkestan came
to the Mirshadi market to buy livestock-9, C.65]. According to
information, the Guzar market was mainly specialized in selling
livestock. Cattle were brought to Guzar from Eastern Bukhara
and Afghanistan. N.A.Maev writes that Guzar has a large
livestock market, where more than 4 thousand sheep and
other livestock are sold every market day-10, C.325].

Among the famous local merchants engaged in internal and
external trade in the emirate, the brothers Jurabek and
Mirkalon Arabov were leaders in the sale of karakul furs in the
Bukhara emirate. In 1912, Jurabek Arabov sold 72,578 karakul
furs, and in 1913, 151,937 karakul furs in various cities of
Russia at 14 rubles per fur, making a profit of 2 million 114
thousand 518 rubles-11, C.164]. Latifkhoja,
Ubaydullahhoja and Saidkhoja Kasimhojaev are famous in the

Also,

sale of black leather, occupying the second place in the
emirate. The emir of Bukhara, Abdulahad, is also considered
the leader in the sale of blackbuck skins to Russia, and he is
in third place in the emirate in this regard-12, C.63].

The emir of Bukhara, Abdulahad, conducted the karakul fur
trade in collaboration with more than 30 major merchants. For
example, merchants such as Jurabek Arabov, Latifkhodja and
Ubaydullahkhodja Kasymkhodjayev, together with the emir,
invested in the karakul fur trade and shared the profits
equally. They led the way in exporting karakul fur to the cities
of Orenburg, Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod, the Caucasus, and
St. Petersburg-13, B.15-. Sources state that in 1889, a
caravan leader from Bukhara named Abdurakhman brought a
large amount of karakul skins to the Moscow and Nizhny
Novgorod fairs and made a profit of 4 million tenge-14,
C.210-.

Due to the high demand for karakul fur in Russian cities,
Bukhara merchants purchased karakul fur not only from the
Bukhara Emirate, but also from neighboring regions such as
Iran and Afghanistan and exported it to Russia. For example,
in the 1850s, Bukhara merchants exported 40,000 karakul furs
purchased from the Bukhara Emirate and Iran, worth about
30,000 rubles, to Russia. At that time, 1 karakul fur was valued

at 1 ruble 20 ts-15, C.12-.

In 1868-1869, 681,873 rubles worth of karakul fur was
exported from the Bukhara Emirate to Russian cities. Also, in
1869, 1871, and 1872, Bukhara merchants exported large
quantities of karakul fur to the Nizhny Novgorod and Ibri fairs.
In the early 1870s, merchants bought karakul fur from the
Bukhara markets and sold them in Russian markets for 130-
135 tenge per 10 pieces- 16, C.663-664-. The volume of trade
in karakul furs expanded in the trade between the two
countries. For example, in 1880-1881, 4 thousand pounds of
lamb and karakul furs were exported from the Bukhara
Emirate to Russia, and by the end of the 1980s, this figure had
reached 750 thousand pieces-17, C.50-.

By the 1890s, the main exports from the emirate to Russia
were karakul fur, cotton, cocoons, wool, and dried fruits. A.
Gubarevich-Radobilsky notes that in the late 1890s, 1.5 million
karakul furs were exported from Bukhara to Russia-18, C.96-
97-. Sources indicate that during 1892-1902, Bukhara
merchants Jurabek Arabov, Ziyodulla Yakubov, Tilov Kazak,
and Mirzaboy Otajonov exported 1.4 million to 2 million
karakul furs annually to the markets of Russia and other
foreign countries-19, b.242-243-.

At the beginning of the 20th century, cattle breeding was the
main source of income of the Bukhara Emirate. Karakul skins
were highly valued in the Russian and European markets and
were sold at St. Petersburg fairs and fairs in Lyon, France, and
Nizhny-Novgorod, Russia. In 1908, 1,700,000 pieces of black
leather were sold at the Nizhny-Novgorod fair alone, half of
which was contributed by Russian companies and local
residents, and the other half by foreign companies-20,
chapter.505-.

CONCLUSION

In the second half of the 19th century and the beginning of
the 20th century, one of the most important trade products of
the Bukhara Emirate with foreign countries, in particular the
Russian Empire, was karakul fur. Karakul fur grown in the
emirate was exported in large quantities to the markets of
Western Europe, in addition to the Moscow and Nizhny
Novgorod fairs in Russia. In addition to large Bukhara
merchants, the Bukhara emirs were also engaged in the
karakul trade, earning large profits.
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