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INTRODUC TION 

Abbreviations have become a very common aspect of how we 

use English today, reflecting the language's ongoing changes. 

These shortened forms, which include acronyms, initialisms, 

clipped words, and blends, act as ways to make 

communication more efficient, satisfy our desire for quickness, 

and mirror shifts in culture, society, and technology. In current 

English usage, these compact linguistic structures are found 

across many different styles of communication, from scholarly 

papers to informal online conversations. Their widespread use 

has led to significant curiosity about their role in language, not 

just in terms of their formation, but also in what they mean 

and how they affect the style of communication. 

“By shortening lengthy words or phrases, abbreviations 

manage to convey intricate concepts and expressions using 

just a small number of letters. From a structural standpoint, 

we can classify abbreviations according to how they are 

created. For instance, acronyms such as NASA (standing for 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration) are made 

from the first letters of a group of words and are spoken as a 

complete word. Similarly, initialisms like FBI (which represents 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation) are also formed from 

initial letters, but each letter is pronounced individually”[1]. 

So, when we shorten words by chopping off bits (like turning 

"laboratory" into "lab") or by mashing parts of two words 

together (think "brunch" made from "breakfast" and "lunch"), 

we see even more ways words can be put together. These 

different kinds of shortened words have their own special 

sounds and spellings that help us understand what they mean. 

Meaning-wise, shortened words often develop their own 

independent meanings that go beyond what the original 

longer words meant. You see this a lot in areas like 

technology, medicine, and online culture, where terms like 
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"AI" (Artificial Intelligence) and "URL" (Uniform Resource 

Locator) are now understood on their own. Abbreviations 

frequently develop connotations that are dependent on their 

context of use, leading to semantic nuances that reflect the 

user's familiarity with specific domains. Moreover, the 

meaning of an abbreviation may shift over time, especially in 

casual or colloquial language, where abbreviations like “LOL” 

(Laugh Out Loud) and “OMG” (Oh My God) have adopted 

conversational and expressive roles in digital discourse. 

From a stylistic perspective, abbreviations play a significant 

role in shaping the tone and formality of language. In 

professional and academic settings, abbreviations like “PhD” 

(Doctor of Philosophy) or “GDP” (Gross Domestic Product) are 

used to condense complex ideas and maintain precision 

without sacrificing professionalism. Conversely, in informal 

communication, particularly on social media platforms and in 

text messaging, abbreviations like "BTW" (By The Way) or 

"IDK" (I Don’t Know) contribute to a more casual, 

conversational tone [2]. The stylistic function of abbreviations 

is also influenced by the platform or medium; for instance, 

abbreviations in journalistic writing may aim for clarity and 

efficiency, while those in online forums might prioritize speed 

and informality. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The phenomenon of abbreviation has been widely examined 

in linguistic studies, particularly within the fields of lexicology, 

morphology, and stylistics. Early foundational research on 

English word-formation laid the theoretical basis for 

understanding abbreviations as productive lexical units. In 

classical works by Hans Marchand and later by Laurie Bauer, 

abbreviations are described as systematic results of 

morphological processes aimed at linguistic economy and 

communicative efficiency. 

A comprehensive overview of abbreviations within the 

structure of the English language is provided by David Crystal, 

who emphasizes their growing role in modern communication, 

especially under the influence of technological and social 

change. Crystal highlights that abbreviations are not merely 

reductions of longer forms but meaningful units that actively 

participate in discourse and reflect contemporary language 

trends [3]. 

From a semantic perspective, scholars such as George Yule 

note that abbreviations often retain the core meaning of their 

full forms while sometimes developing additional contextual or 

pragmatic meanings. This semantic flexibility allows 

abbreviations to function effectively across different registers, 

from formal scientific texts to informal everyday 

communication [7]. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Moreover, the study of abbreviations in modern English offers 

insights into how language adapts to cultural, technological 

and communicative demands. Through a detailed analysis of 

their semantic-structural patterns and stylistic effects, we gain 

a deeper understanding of how these linguistic elements 

function within different contexts. They not only enhance 

efficiency but also reflect the dynamic nature of contemporary 

English, where brevity and clarity often shape the way we 

communicate [3]. 

A condensed form of a longer word or phrase is referred to as 

an acronym.  Four categories of abbreviations exist: 

• Contraction: The result of combining two words into 

one word with an apostrophe. For example, don’t is a 

contraction of do not. 

• Shortened words are those that have had a portion of 

the word—typically the beginning or the end, but sometimes 

both—dropped.  These might be terms in and of themselves, 

such "app" for application, "ad" for advertisement, and "flu" 

for influenza.  Additionally, they can appear as shortened 

terms that are spoken aloud as complete words, such 

professor, management, and February. In these situations, a 

full stop is typically used to indicate the truncation. 

• Acronym: A series of letters that represents a longer 

phrase. The result is pronounced like a word. For example, 

NASA is the acronym for the US National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration and is pronounced nah-sa. 

• Initialism: An initialism, like an acronym, is made up 

of multiple letters and denotes a lengthier sentence. 

Nevertheless, the outcome must be read letter by letter and 

cannot be pronounced as a word.  The Federal Bureau of 

Investigation's initials, FBI, are pronounced separately for 

each letter: ef-bee-eye. 

We know that an abbreviation is a shortened or contracted 

form of a word or phrase, used to represent the whole, such 

as Dr. for Doctor, U.S. for the United States, lb. forpound. 

Abbreviations are usually formed using the most recognizable 

letters from the word or expression. This makes them easier 

to remember and easy for others to read. It's almost like the 
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letters are clues that point to the original word or expression 

[4].  

During our study, we focused on the classification of 

abbreviations and analyzed them through the following 

classification: 

Table 1. Classification of abbreviations by function and characteristics. 

 

Abbreviations are specific to a particular field. These types of 

abbreviations are distinguished by the fact that they belong to 

a specific field, which increases the effectiveness of their 

study, application and expression of abbreviations in the field. 

In the course of the analysis, we analyzed the abbreviations 

for the four current areas listed below [4]: 

Table 2. Common educational abbreviations and their full forms by sphere. 

Education: 

№ Abbreviations Full forms Spheres 

1 

 

IELTS International English 

Language Testing 

System 

 

Educational 

testing 

CEFR Common European 

Framework of 

Reference for 

Languages 

TESOL Teaching English as a 

Second or Other 

Language 

2 

 

B.A. Bachelor of Arts  

PhD Doctor of Philosophy 

Abbreviations
abbreviations 
specific to a 

particular field

abbreviations 
with the 

property of 
naming

abbreviations 
according to 
application abbreviations 

that combine 
form and 

pronunciation 
process

abbreviations 
denoting size, 
quantity, and 

quality

https://eipublication.com/index.php/eijps


European International Journal of Philological Sciences (ISSN: 2751-1715) 
 

12 
 

https://eipublication.com/index.php/eijps 

DSc Doctor of Science Educational 

degree 

3 AT Assistive Technology  

Educational tools CP Classroom projector 

SB Smart Board 
 

Table 3. Common economic abbreviations and their full forms by sphere. 

Economics: 

№ Abbreviations Full forms Spheres 

1 

 

USD USA Dollar  

Money EUR Euro Member 

Countries 

MIO Million/Millions 

ATM Automated Teller 

Machine 

2 

 

A. ACH Automated Clearing 

House 

 

Bank 

E. E-banking Electronic Banking 

H. HELOC Home Equity Line of 

Credit 

ALM Asset Liability 

Management 

 

Table 4. Common media abbreviations and their full forms by sphere. 

Media: 

№ Abbreviations Full forms Spheres 

1 

 

FB Facebook  

Social Media IG Instagram 

LI LinkedIn 

PM Private Message 

DM Direct Message 
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2 

 

AP Associated Press  

Newspaper UPI United Press 

International 

VDT video display terminal 

R.O.P. Run of Paper 

ANPA American Newspaper 

Publishers Association 

 

Table 5. Common political abbreviations and their full forms by sphere. 

Political: 

№ Abbreviations Full forms Spheres 

1 

 

DNC Democratic National 

Committee 

 

Political 

organizations UN United Nations 

CIA Central Intelligence 

Agency 

SIS Secret Intelligence 

Service 

CG Constitutional 

Government 

2 

 

MFA Minister of Foreign 

Affairs 

 

Political figures 

PM Prime Minister 

ACYPL American Council of 

Young Political 

Leaders 

PRM Process Resource 

Manager 

Abbreviations with the property of naming. These types of 

abbreviations have a special meaning and each of us 

encounters abbreviations that are very common throughout 

our lives. Abbreviations of this type include: 
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Table 6. Classification of organizations and institutions by sector. 

We will now analyze the above types of abbreviations with examples, based on the table below: 

Table 7. Abbreviations of international organizations, countries and political/military 

associations. 

International organizations 

№ Abbreviations Full forms 

1 FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation 

of the United Nations 

2 IBRD International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development 

(The World Bank) 

3 NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

4 WTO World Trade Organization 

International organizations

Countries and states

Political parties, military associations

Scientific and educational institutions

Ministries, departments, institutions, 
organizations, enterprises
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5 UNESCO United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

Country and States 

1 PRC People's Republic of China 

2 UK United Kingdom 

3 USA United States of America 

4 RF Russian Federation 

5 AU Australia 

Political parties, military associations 

1 SWP Socialist Workers Party 

2 DFL Democratic-Farmer Labor 

3 SFG Special Forces Group 

4 A2C2 Army Airspace Command And 

Control 

5 DOD Department of Defense 

Abbreviations that combine form and pronunciation process. 

Abbreviations like these are mostly used in chats, so people 

who log on to every single social network every day will 

inevitably come across a lot of abbreviated posts and most 

likely use them themselves. The following abbreviations are a 

clear example of this [5-6]: 

Table 8. Common abbreviations based on form and pronunciation. 

form and pronunciation 

№ Abbreviations Full forms 
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1 m8 mate 

2 2day Today 

3 FTF face to face 

4 Gr8 Great 

5 WUCIWUG what you see is what 

you get 

Abbreviations denoting height, area and weight. These 

abbreviations may vary from country to country. Through the 

following analysis, we learn the following [7]: 

Table 9. Common measurement abbreviations and their full forms by sphere. 

Measurement: 

№ Abbreviations Full forms Spheres 

1 

 

Ft foot/feet  

 

 

Height/Length/Depth 

In Inch/inches 

Mm Millimeter/millimeters 

Kmph Kilometers per hour 

Cm Centimeter/centimeters 

Mi Mile/miles 

2 

 

Ac Acre/acres  

Area cm² square centimeter 

m² square meter 

km² square kilometer 

3 Lb pound/pounds  

Weight Mg milligram/milligrams 

Kg kilogram/kilograms 

Abbreviations related to IT. Nowadays, in the digital world we 

live in, every individual constantly comes across various PC or 

internet acronyms, the following abbreviations are commonly 

used:  
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Table 10. Common IT abbreviations and their full forms by sphere. 

IT: 

№ Abbreviations Full forms Spheres 

1 

 

CD-ROM Compact Disk Read-

Only Memory 

 

PC 

CPU Central Processing 

Unit 

OS Operating System 

USB Universal Serial Bus 

BIOS basic input/output 

system 

2 

 

FTP File Transfer Protocol  

Internet HTTP HyperText Transfer 

Protocol 

WWW World Wide Web 

LAN Local Area Network 

WLAN Wireless Local Area 

Network 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the semantic-structural and stylistic analysis of 

abbreviations in modern English demonstrates that 

abbreviations are a dynamic and productive component of the 

contemporary lexicon. From a structural perspective, forms 

such as acronyms, initialisms, clippings, and blends reveal 

systematic patterns of word formation aimed at linguistic 

economy and ease of communication. Semantically, 

abbreviations often retain, compress, or extend the meanings 

of their full forms, sometimes acquiring new connotations 

depending on context and usage. Stylistically, abbreviations 

serve important communicative functions across different 

discourse types. In scientific and technical texts, they enhance 

precision and efficiency, while in media, digital 

communication, and everyday speech, they contribute to 

expressiveness, informality, and group identity. The 

widespread use of abbreviations reflects ongoing social, 

technological, and cultural transformations, particularly the 

influence of digitalization and globalization on language 

development. 
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