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INTRODUC TION 

Legal consciousness, or the legal culture of a society, is not 

static; it continuously evolves under the influence of various 

social and political changes. These changes shape public 

understandings of law, justice, and legal order. There are 

several key influencing factors, such as social transformations, 

political developments, and the impact of social networks and 

technology. 

Changes in the demographic composition of a society, such as 

increased migration or shifts in family structure, can affect 

legal consciousness. For example, a rise in migration may lead 

to a reevaluation of legal policies on immigration and minority 

rights. Greater access to education and information 

contributes to the growth of legal awareness and increases 

citizens’ understanding of their rights and responsibilities. 

A change in political regimes or governmental priorities may 

result in legal reforms. For instance, the democratization of a 

society is often accompanied by the strengthening of human 

rights and civil liberties. The adoption of new laws and 

amendments to existing legal norms can significantly influence 

the legal consciousness of the population. This applies to both 

domestic reforms and the fulfilment of international 

obligations. 

In the 1960s, the civil rights movement led by figures such as 

Martin Luther King brought about significant shifts in American 

legal consciousness. The passage of the Civil Rights Act of 
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1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was the result of very 

social movements and transformed public perceptions of racial 

discrimination and equality. 

The end of communist regimes in Eastern Europe in the late 

1980s and early 1990s led to radical changes in legal 

consciousness. The transition to democratic forms of 

government and market economies was accompanied by the 

development of a legal culture grounded in the principles of 

human rights and the rule of law. 

The struggle for women's rights, which began in the late 19th 

century and continues to this day, has had a significant impact 

on society's awareness of rights. The adoption of laws 

ensuring gender equality, such as the Equal Pay Act and the 

Sexual Harassment Act, has changed public perceptions of 

women's rights and opportunities.  

In today's world, social media and technology play an 

important role in shaping legal awareness. They allow 

information about rights violations to be disseminated quickly 

and help mobilize the public to defend their rights. Examples 

of such influences include global movements such as #MeToo 

and Black Lives Matter, which have used social media to draw 

attention to issues of gender violence and racial injustice. 

Social and political changes have a significant impact on 

society's sense of justice. These changes can occur gradually 

or rapidly, depending on specific historical and cultural 

conditions. Studying this process helps us understand how law 

and legal culture adapt to new social realities and challenges. 

METHODS  

Classical literature often serves as a mirror reflecting the legal 

and social norms of its time. It offers profound analyses and 

critiques of legal systems, social orders, and moral norms. 

Writers from different eras have used their works to express 

their views on law, justice, and social structure, making 

literature an important source for studying the history of legal 

and social norms. 

Ancient Greek playwrights raised questions of justice, 

morality, and laws in their tragedies. The plays of Sophocles 

and the philosophical dialogues of Plato are important sources 

for understanding the legal and social norms of the ancient 

world. These works not only reflect the laws and customs of 

their time, but also actively discuss and criticize them, offering 

profound reflections on the nature of law and justice. 

In the tragedy Antigone (pp. 450–460), when Antigone defies 

King Creon’s, decree prohibiting the burial of her brother 

Polynices, she contrasts human law with divine law: 

Original source (Greek): 

«Οὔτοι σὲ φοβηθήσομαι ὥστε τὰ σἐμὰ κρύπτειν. ὅτ' οὔτ' ἄν 

ποτε Ζεύς ᾔνεσεν ἄνδρεσσι νόμους τοιούσδε, οὔτ' ἄν δίκην ἡ 

χθόνι δικάσειεν ἴσαν τοῖς ἀγράπτοις βροτῶν νόμοις.» (Soph. 

Ant. 450–453) 

Approximate translation: 

“I do not fear you so much as to hide my actions. For it was 

not Zeus who decreed such laws upon men, nor would the 

justice of the underworld consider them equal to the unwritten 

laws for mortals.” 

Here Antigone emphasizes that priority is given not to human 

decrees, but to “unwritten” or sacred laws originating from the 

gods. Thus, this scene shows how Sophocles' artistic text 

reflects ancient Greek legal and social norms: divine laws are 

considered more authoritative than human decrees. This 

demonstrates the existence in the ancient world of the concept 

of natural law and internal moral precepts that stand above 

official legal norms. 

Aeschylus' Oresteia depicts the formation of the Athenian 

judicial system. Aeschylus' Oresteia is an important literary 

work that reflects the historical development of the legal 

system of Ancient Greece and emphasizes the importance of 

laws and justice in society. It shows how the ancient Greeks 

began to move from archaic customs to more civilized forms 

of conflict resolution.  

Below is an example from Aeschylus' tragedy “The 

Eumenides,” the final part of “The Oresteia.” It depicts the 

founding of the judicial council in Athens, reflecting the 

historical development of the judicial system and the transition 

from blood feuds to institutions of justice. 

Original source (Greek): 

 «Ἀεὶ δ’ ἔσται τοιῶνδε δικαστῶν βουλευτήριον   

Ἀρείου πάγοιο σεμνόν, ἀπρόπαις φόβῳ,   

ἱερὸν φυλάσσον τῶν κοινοναυλούντων θεῶν…» (Aesch. Eum. 

684–686) 

Approximate translation:  

“And here shall forever be the council of such judges, sacred 

on the Areopagus hill, free from unrighteous fear, guarding 

the sacred laws of the common gods...” 
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In these lines, the goddess Athena establishes the first 

permanent court, the Areopagus, affirming the primacy of law 

and public justice over blood feuds. The Oresteia thus testifies 

to the transition from archaic customs to an orderly legal 

system in which laws, judicial proceedings, and fair trials are 

central to the social order. 

In Sophocles' Antigone, there is a conflict between state 

law and personal conscience. In his dialogues, such as The 

Republic, Plato discusses ideal laws and justice, reflecting 

philosophical debates about the nature of law. The main 

character, Antigone, decides to bury her brother Polynices in 

defiance of King Creon's decree, which forbade burial as 

punishment for treason. Antigone argues that divine laws and 

family obligations are more important than the king's decrees.  

In medieval literature, Dante Alighieri's Divine Comedy 

explores ideas of divine justice, reflecting medieval notions of 

sin, punishment, and redemption. It is an epic poem written 

in the early 14th century that recounts the author's journey 

through Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise. This work is one of the 

greatest masterpieces of world literature and explores themes 

of sin, redemption, and spiritual enlightenment. Major 

characters such as Virgil and Beatrice help Dante on his 

journey to comprehend divine truth.  

And Geoffrey Chaucer, in The Canterbury Tales, describes 

various social classes and their attitudes toward law and 

justice, reflecting the legal and social norms of 14th-century 

England. The Canterbury Tales is a collection of stories written 

at the end of the 14th century. The work tells the story of a 

group of pilgrims traveling to the tomb of St. Thomas Becket 

in Canterbury and telling each other stories to pass the time 

on the journey. Each story is a separate work that reflects 

various aspects of medieval English life, including social, 

religious, and legal norms. The Canterbury Tales are an 

important source for the study of medieval English literature 

and culture. The work reflects a wide range of social and legal 

norms of the time, offering valuable insight into the life and 

values of medieval England.  

RESULTS  

Below is an example from Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury 

Tales showing the position and role of a person associated 

with the legal sphere of 14th-century England. The General 

Prologue introduces a character, the Man of Law (also known 

as the Sergeant at Law), a highly skilled lawyer of the time. 

His description indicates the status that experienced legal 

experts enjoyed in society and reflects the legal and social 

norms of the era: 

Original text in Middle English (circa 1387–1400):  

«A SERJEANT OF THE LAWE, war and wys,   

That often hadde been at the Parvys,   

Ther was also, ful riche of excellence.   

Discreet he was, and of greet reverence:   

He semed swich, his wordes weren so wise.   

Justice he was ful often in assyse,   

By patent, and by pleyn commissioun;   

For his science and for his heigh renoun,   

Of fees and robes hadde he many oon.»   

(Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales, General Prologue, ll. 309–

317) 

Here, his experience, official role in the judicial system 

(frequent chairmanship of assizes and court sessions), 

authority among his contemporaries, and economic status, 

which attests to the social significance of the profession, are 

emphasized. Through such images, Chaucer reflects the legal 

structure and social status of lawyers in 14th-century England, 

as well as society's attitude toward laws, justice, and judicial 

practice. 

Authors such as Franz Kafka, George Orwell, and Harper Lee 

raised Law in 20th-century literature.  

Franz Kafka (1883-1924) in his novel The Trial (Der Prozess), 

written in 1914-1915 and published posthumously in 1925, 

describes the absurdity and inhumanity of the judicial system. 

This novel became a classic example of criticism of 

bureaucracy and legal uncertainty characteristic of the early 

20th century. Kafka conveys the feeling of existential anxiety 

and despair that a person experiences when confronted with 

an incomprehensible and soulless system. This emphasizes 

the vulnerability of a person in the face of an absurd and 

hostile world. The Trial had a huge impact on 20th-century 

literature and philosophy, becoming a symbol of man's 

struggle against inhuman and absurd structures of power. In 

his work, Kafka raises important questions about justice, 

freedom, and law that remain relevant today.   

Below is an example from the first chapter of The Trial, where 

Josef K. encounters the absurdity of the situation, 
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understanding neither the reason for his arrest nor the nature 

of the charges against him. From the very first lines, the novel 

sets an atmosphere of uncertainty and lawlessness: 

Original text (German, beginning of Chapter 1):  

“Jemand musste Josef K. verleumdet haben, denn ohne dass 

er etwas Böses getan hätte, wurde er eines Morgens 

verhaftet.” 

Approximate translation: 

“Someone must have slandered Joseph K., because, having 

done nothing wrong, he was arrested one fine morning.” 

This phrase reflects the key motif of the novel: the protagonist 

finds himself at the mercy of a system that explains neither its 

rules nor its accusations. From the very beginning, K. is 

involved in a trial that lacks transparency and logic. The 

absurdity of the legal situation and the helplessness of the 

individual in the face of the bureaucratic machine are central 

themes of The Trial, emphasizing criticism of the judicial 

system, its inhumanity, and irrationality. 

George Orwell (1903-1950) in his novel Nineteen 

Eighty-Four, published in 1949, depicts a bleak future in 

which a totalitarian state uses laws and legal norms to 

suppress freedom and control society. This novel has become 

a symbol of warning against the abuse of power and the 

dangers of dictatorship. The novel describes a state ruled by 

the Party and Big Brother, which completely controls all 

aspects of citizens' lives. Using laws and legal norms, the state 

suppresses any dissent and personal freedoms. Citizens are 

under constant surveillance through cameras and 

microphones, which deprives them of privacy and freedom. 

The laws and legal norms in this society are aimed at 

suppressing any opposition and controlling the population. For 

example, the creation of the Ministry of Love, which is 

responsible for torturing and “re-educating” dissenters, 

demonstrates how the legal system can be used for inhumane 

purposes. The concept of “thoughtcrime” introduces the idea 

of punishment for even mental deviation from the Party line. 

Below is a short example from the novel 1984 that 

demonstrates how laws and legal norms are used by the state 

for total control. In this scene, the main character, Winston 

Smith, reflects on how even thinking “incorrectly” (so-called 

“thoughtcrime”) is a serious offense punishable by the 

authorities: 

Original text (English, part I):  

“Thoughtcrime does not entail death: thoughtcrime IS death.” 

Here, “thoughtcrime” is the concept of breaking the law simply 

by thinking differently. In Orwell's world, the legal system is 

not limited to actions, it extends to thoughts and inner beliefs. 

This approach illustrates how the state uses laws and 

regulations to suppress personal freedom, eliminate 

opposition, and control the minds of its citizens. 

Orwell shows that dictatorship and totalitarianism inevitably 

lead to the degradation of society and the individual, 

destroying moral and ethical foundations. George Orwell's 

novel 1984 had a huge impact on 20th-century literature and 

political thought. It continues to serve as an important 

warning about the risks of totalitarianism and the need to 

protect human rights and freedoms.   

Harper Lee (1926-2016) raises acute issues of racial 

injustice and prejudice in the judicial system in her novel To 

Kill a Mockingbird, published in 1960. Through the story of the 

trial of Tom Robinson, an African American man accused of 

raping a white woman, Lee explores the deep-rooted 

prejudices and injustices in the southern United States in the 

1930s. The novel shows how racial prejudice influences public 

opinion and justice. Despite Atticus's efforts and Tom's 

obvious innocence, the jury returns an unjust verdict due to 

racial bias.   

An example from the trial scene of Tom Robinson (around the 

middle of the novel) shows where lawyer Atticus Finch tries to 

expose the inconsistency of the prosecution's testimony. This 

episode illustrates how prejudices based on racial stereotypes 

distorted the perception of truth and justice in the courtrooms 

of the time. 

Original source (English, Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird): 

“‘The defendant is not guilty,’ Atticus said quietly, ‘but 

somebody in this courtroom is.’” 

In this concise statement, Atticus directly points out the bias 

and injustice of the entire trial. He accuses those present, 

including the jury, of basing their views on the defendant's 

guilt not on facts or evidence, but on established racial 

stereotypes. This scene symbolizes the novel's main message: 

despite the obvious innocence of Tom Robinson, social 

prejudice and unfair legal practices are bound to lead to tragic 

miscarriages of justice. 

Harper Lee shows how the judicial system can be distorted by 

prejudice and social injustice. The trial of Tom Robinson 
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becomes an example of how the law can be used to maintain 

racial and social hierarchies. Through the characters and 

events of the novel, Lee criticizes the social norms that support 

and justify racial injustice. She emphasizes the need for moral 

fortitude and the struggle for equality and justice. Harper Lee's 

To Kill a Mockingbird has become an important literary work 

that raises questions about racism and social injustice. The 

novel has had a significant impact on public opinion and 

continues to serve as an important tool in the struggle for civil 

rights and equality. 

CONCLUSION  

Classical literature provides rich material for studying the legal 

and social norms of different eras. Writers used their works to 

criticize existing laws and social structures, as well as to 

express their ideas about justice and morality. Literature thus 

serves as an important source for understanding the evolution 

of legal and social norms in society. 

Literature often serves as a means for discussing and 

criticizing legal and social systems. Works that raise questions 

of justice and fairness help readers reflect on moral dilemmas 

and social issues, offering profound insights into the nature of 

law and justice. 

REFERENCES 

1. UN Women. (n.d.). Global norms and standards. 

Retrieved from https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-

do/leadership-and-political-participation/global-norms-

and-standards  

2. History.com Editors. (2020, June 10). Women's Rights 

Movement. History. Retrieved from 

https://www.history.com/topics/womens-

rights/womens-rights-movement  

3. https://www.gutenberg.net.au/ebooks07/0700021h.html  

4. https://oyc.yale.edu/political-science/plsc-114/lecture-4  

5. Alighieri, D. (2009). The Divine Comedy (H. F. Cary, 

Trans.). 

6. https://www.enotes.com/topics/divine-comedy/in-depth  

7. Chaucer, G. (2003). The Canterbury tales (N. Coghill, 

Trans.) 

8. Кафка, Ф. (1925). Der Prozess. Verlag Die Schmiede. с. 

29. 

9. Оруэлл, Дж. (2022). 1984. Издательство АСТ. 

https://www.example.com/book/1984  

10. Orwell, G. (2021). Nineteen Eighty-Four. Penguin 

Classics. 

11. Ли, Харпер. "Убить пересмешника." Романы для 

студентов, под редакцией Дайан Тельген, том. 2, 

Гейл, 1998, стр. 237–255. 

12. Friedman, L. M. (1975). The Legal System: A Social 

Science Perspective. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

13. Cotterrell, R. (2006). Law, Culture and Society: Legal 

Ideas in the Mirror of Social Theory. Aldershot: Ashgate. 

14. Sophocles. (2003). Antigone (trans. R. Fagles). New York: 

Penguin Classics. 

15. Aeschylus. (2004). The Oresteia (trans. R. Lattimore). 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

16. Plato. (2007). The Republic (trans. D. Lee). London: 

Penguin Classics. 

17. Habermas, J. (1996). Between Facts and Norms: 

Contributions to a Discourse Theory of Law and 

Democracy. Cambridge: MIT Press.  

https://eipublication.com/index.php/eijps
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/global-norms-and-standards
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/global-norms-and-standards
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/global-norms-and-standards
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/global-norms-and-standards
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/global-norms-and-standards
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/global-norms-and-standards
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/womens-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/womens-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/womens-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/womens-rights/womens-rights-movement
https://www.gutenberg.net.au/ebooks07/0700021h.html
https://www.gutenberg.net.au/ebooks07/0700021h.html
https://oyc.yale.edu/political-science/plsc-114/lecture-4
https://oyc.yale.edu/political-science/plsc-114/lecture-4
https://www.enotes.com/topics/divine-comedy/in-depth
https://www.enotes.com/topics/divine-comedy/in-depth
https://www.example.com/book/1984
https://www.example.com/book/1984
https://www.example.com/book/1984

