
EJJPS                                                                                                                                                                         ISSN: 2751-1715 

VOLUME04 ISSUE12  67 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE ENLIGHTENMENT PROSE AND THE EVOLUTION OF A GLOBAL WORLDVIEW 

  

Ataqulova Shaxlo Shamidullayevna 
English language teacher at the academic lyceum of Samarkand State University named after Sharof 

Rashidov, Uzbekistan 

A B O U T  A R T I C L E 

Key words: Enlightenment prose, global worldview, 
cosmopolitanism, rationality, human rights, literary 

evolution, universality. 
 
Received: 20.12.2024 
Accepted:  25.12.2024 
Published: 30.12.2024 

Abstract: This article examines the role of 
Enlightenment prose in shaping and propelling 
the evolution of a global worldview during the 
18th and early 19th centuries. The study analyzes 
the interplay between literary forms and 
philosophical ideas in Enlightenment texts, 
emphasizing how prose writing became a crucial 
vehicle for disseminating concepts of rationality, 
universality, and cosmopolitanism. By tracing the 
historical development and key thematic features 
of Enlightenment prose, the research explores its 
transformative influence on the perception of 
individual and collective identity, cross-cultural 
understanding, and the rise of global 
consciousness. Drawing on primary sources and 
contemporary scholarship, the article 
contextualizes Enlightenment prose within 
broader social, political, and intellectual 
movements, highlighting its lasting impact on 
modern conceptions of human rights, secularism, 
and global interdependence. 

INTRODUCTION 

                               The Enlightenment, often characterized as the “Age of Reason,” was a period marked 

by profound intellectual, cultural, and social transformation in Europe and beyond. During the 18th 

century, the proliferation of prose writing—essays, philosophical treatises, novels, and journalistic 

works—emerged as a defining feature of this era. This literary phenomenon was not merely a stylistic 

shift; rather, it represented a substantive evolution in the ways ideas were communicated, debated, and 

circulated across geographical and cultural boundaries. Prose, with its accessibility and adaptability, 

became the primary medium through which Enlightenment thinkers expressed their aspirations for 
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universal knowledge, individual autonomy, and a cosmopolitan vision of humanity. The transformation 

of prose in the Enlightenment period thus not only reflects but actively shapes the emergence of a global 

worldview. In examining this relationship, the present article seeks to elucidate how Enlightenment 

prose served as both a mirror and a catalyst for the evolution of global consciousness, laying the 

groundwork for the interconnected world of modernity. 

The methodology of this research combines historical, literary, and philosophical analysis, employing 

both primary sources—canonical prose works of the Enlightenment—and secondary literature that 

contextualizes and critiques these works. The primary sources include essays, novels, treatises, and 

letters by leading Enlightenment figures such as Voltaire, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Denis Diderot, 

Immanuel Kant, and Mary Wollstonecraft. These texts are analyzed for their thematic content, narrative 

strategies, and rhetorical devices that convey Enlightenment ideals. The study also incorporates 

comparative literary analysis, tracing the influence of Enlightenment prose beyond the traditional 

boundaries of Western Europe to consider its impact on global intellectual currents, including 

American, Russian, and Asian contexts. The research employs a hermeneutic approach, interpreting the 

texts within their historical and cultural milieu while considering their relevance to contemporary 

discourses on globalization and human rights. In addition, the article draws on recent scholarship in 

literary studies, philosophy, and intellectual history to situate Enlightenment prose within the broader 

evolution of the global worldview. 

The rise of Enlightenment prose was facilitated by several interrelated factors: the expansion of the 

printing press, the spread of literacy, and the burgeoning public sphere. These technological and social 

developments created new opportunities for the dissemination of ideas and fostered a culture of debate 

and inquiry. Prose, with its flexible structure and capacity for argumentation, became the preferred 

form for philosophers, scientists, and political theorists who sought to engage both specialized and 

general audiences. The emergence of periodicals, pamphlets, and encyclopedias further accelerated the 

diffusion of Enlightenment thought, contributing to the rise of a transnational intellectual community. 

Enlightenment prose was distinguished by its commitment to clarity, reason, and empirical 

observation. In contrast to the ornate and hierarchical style of earlier epochs, Enlightenment writers 

favored plain language, logical structure, and an appeal to universal human experience. This stylistic 

shift was not merely aesthetic; it reflected a deeper philosophical commitment to the democratization 

of knowledge and the belief in the educability of all individuals. Prose thus became a tool for challenging 

established authorities—monarchies, churches, and aristocracies—and for advocating for social and 

political reforms based on reason and natural rights. 

Central to Enlightenment prose was the articulation of key themes that would come to define the 

modern worldview: rationality, universality, and cosmopolitanism. The notion of rationality, 

championed by thinkers such as Kant and Voltaire, underpinned the Enlightenment’s faith in progress 

and the capacity of individuals to shape their destinies through reasoned inquiry. Prose works such as 

Kant’s “What is Enlightenment?” and Voltaire’s philosophical tales encapsulated this spirit, urging 

readers to cast off superstition and tradition in favor of critical thinking and intellectual autonomy. 

The concept of universality found expression in the Enlightenment’s commitment to the equality and 

dignity of all human beings. Prose writers argued for the existence of natural rights that transcended 

local customs and national boundaries, laying the philosophical foundation for later developments in 

human rights discourse. Rousseau’s “The Social Contract” and Wollstonecraft’s “A Vindication of the 

Rights of Woman” exemplified the use of prose to articulate claims to universal justice and to challenge 

entrenched systems of oppression. 



EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGICAL SCIENCESISSN: 2751-1715 

 

VOLUME04 ISSUE12  69 

Cosmopolitanism, another hallmark of Enlightenment thought, was both a theoretical and practical 

project. Prose became a means of imagining and advocating for a world in which national, religious, and 

cultural differences could be reconciled through dialogue and mutual respect. The cosmopolitan ideal 

was evident in the correspondence and networks of Enlightenment intellectuals, as well as in literary 

works that explored encounters between different peoples and cultures. This openness to otherness, 

mediated through prose, contributed to the emergence of a global consciousness that valued diversity 

and sought to build bridges across divides. 

The transformative power of Enlightenment prose was not confined to Europe. Through translation, 

adaptation, and imitation, Enlightenment ideas traveled across continents, shaping political 

revolutions, educational reforms, and social movements. In the American context, the writings of 

Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and others drew heavily on Enlightenment models, adapting 

them to the realities of a new world and giving rise to a distinctly American version of the global 

worldview. Similarly, in Russia, the works of Catherine the Great and her circle reflected an engagement 

with Western Enlightenment thought, while also grappling with the particularities of Russian society. 

The circulation of Enlightenment prose contributed to the creation of a shared intellectual vocabulary 

that facilitated cross-cultural exchange. Encyclopedias, travel narratives, and political essays provided 

readers with new ways of understanding the world and their place within it. The ideal of the “citizen of 

the world,” articulated in countless prose works, encouraged individuals to see themselves as part of a 

larger human community, with obligations and responsibilities that extended beyond local or national 

affiliations. 

The global reach of Enlightenment prose also brought contradictions and tensions to the fore. While 

many Enlightenment writers espoused ideals of universal humanity, their works were often implicated 

in colonial and imperial projects that marginalized or silenced non-European voices. The challenge of 

reconciling the universal with the particular, and the abstract with the concrete, became a defining 

feature of the global worldview that emerged from the Enlightenment. 

The legacy of Enlightenment prose is evident in the continued prominence of its key themes in 

contemporary global discourse. The language of human rights, the appeal to rational debate, and the 

valorization of cosmopolitanism all trace their roots to Enlightenment texts. In the sphere of education, 

the Enlightenment ideal of lifelong learning and critical inquiry remains central to modern pedagogical 

approaches. In politics, the principles of constitutionalism, separation of powers, and civic participation 

continue to draw on Enlightenment models. 

At the same time, the limitations and blind spots of Enlightenment prose have become the subject of 

critical reassessment. Feminist, postcolonial, and decolonial scholars have highlighted the ways in 

which Enlightenment universalism often excluded women, people of color, and other marginalized 

groups. The task of building a truly global worldview thus involves not only celebrating the 

achievements of Enlightenment prose but also addressing its omissions and failures. 

The evolution of Enlightenment prose and the development of a global worldview are inextricably 

linked. The capacity of prose to articulate complex ideas in accessible language enabled Enlightenment 

thinkers to engage diverse audiences and foster a sense of shared humanity. The shift from elite, 

esoteric forms of writing to popular prose genres democratized knowledge and created the conditions 

for public debate and social transformation. 

The global dimension of Enlightenment prose lies in its dual movement: outward, as ideas traveled 

across borders and inspired new forms of thought and action, and inward, as writers grappled with the 

implications of universality and particularity. The resulting tension between global aspiration and local 
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reality is a hallmark of modernity and continues to shape contemporary debates on identity, belonging, 

and justice. 

In the process of forging a global worldview, Enlightenment prose confronted the challenges of 

pluralism and difference. While the ideal of universal reason offered a powerful tool for critiquing 

authority and advancing reform, it also risked imposing uniformity and suppressing dissent. The task 

of negotiating the balance between universality and diversity remains a central concern in the ongoing 

evolution of global consciousness. 

The significance of Enlightenment prose lies not only in its historical achievements but also in its 

unfinished project. The vision of a world united by reason, justice, and mutual respect continues to 

inspire contemporary efforts to address global challenges such as inequality, environmental 

degradation, and conflict. At the same time, the need for critical reflection on the exclusions and 

limitations of Enlightenment thought remains urgent. By engaging with the legacy of Enlightenment 

prose, scholars and activists alike can draw on its resources while also pushing beyond its boundaries 

to imagine more inclusive and pluralistic forms of global solidarity. 

Enlightenment prose played a foundational role in the emergence of a global worldview, providing both 

the language and the conceptual framework for thinking beyond local and national boundaries. Its 

emphasis on rationality, universality, and cosmopolitanism contributed to the formation of modern 

notions of human rights, citizenship, and global interdependence. At the same time, the contradictions 

and exclusions inherent in Enlightenment discourse highlight the ongoing need for critical engagement 

and revision. The evolution of Enlightenment prose thus offers both a legacy to be preserved and a 

challenge to be met in the pursuit of a more just and interconnected world. 
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