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Abstract: This article provides scientific 
information about the study of lexical-
grammatical transformations in literary 
translation based on the novel "The Fault in Our 
Stars" by John Green. 

INTRODUCTION 

                     The art of literary translation involves more than simply transferring words from one 

language to another. This requires a deep understanding of cultural nuances, idiomatic expressions, and 

the complex interplay between lexical and grammatical structures. In this article, we begin to study 

lexical-grammatical changes in the context of translating John Green's influential novel The Girl in Our 

Stars. 

       Girl in Our Stars, also known as The Fault in Our Stars, is a contemporary play that explores themes 

of love, loss, and the human condition. John Green's novel has captivated readers around the world and 

inspired translations into many languages.      This popularity makes it an ideal example for studying 

how lexical and grammatical choices affect the fidelity of a translated text to the original. 

      One of the main challenges in translating The Girl in Our Stars is capturing the emotional depth and 

linguistic nuances embedded in the original text. The novel's main character, Hazel Grace Lancaster, 
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uses a unique voice that is full of humor and reflections on life and death. Translating such delicate 

expressions requires a delicate balance between maintaining lexical equivalence and cultural 

resonance. 

       For example, Hazel's frequent use of metaphorical language and puns presents a challenge for 

translators. The choice of equivalent metaphors in the language being studied is crucial in maintaining 

the author's intended effect on the reader. Translators must walk a fine line between staying true to the 

original and ensuring that the translated text resonates with the target audience. 

      Grammatical structures play a crucial role in shaping the story and character dynamics in The Girl 

in Our Stars. Subtle shifts in tone, rhythm of dialogue, and intricacies in character relationships depend 

on the author's grammatical choices. Translators must carefully analyze and reproduce these 

grammatical nuances to convey the same emotional and thematic weight in the translated version. The 

challenge relates to cultural and linguistic differences that may not have direct equivalents in the target 

language. Idiomatic expressions, cultural references, and colloquialisms present additional obstacles 

that require creative solutions to preserve the essence of the story while still ensuring openness to new 

audiences. 

      In the process of lexical-grammatical changes, translators must be culturally sensitive. Cultural 

nuances deeply embedded in the source text must be carefully translated to resonate with the target 

audience. This includes not only linguistic considerations, but also an understanding of the socio-

cultural context that informs the characters' experiences. The Fault in Our Stars by John Green is a 

poignant and emotional novel that explores themes of love, loss, and the impermanence of life. 

Published in 2012, the book quickly became a bestseller and was widely acclaimed for its unbiased and 

honest portrayal of teenage characters struggling with terminal illness. Greene's mission in writing this 

novel appears to have stemmed from a desire to explore the human condition, challenge societal norms, 

and make readers think deeply about life and death. 

      The plot of The Fault in Our Stars revolves around the characters Hazel Grace Lancaster and August 

Waters who are battling cancer. Greene's mission is to explore the lives of these young individuals who 

are faced with the harsh reality of death at an early age. Through Hazel and August, the author explores 

the complexities of illness, treatment, and the emotional toll it takes on the characters and their families. 

One of the main tasks of the novel is to challenge stereotypes related to illness and disability. John Green 

presents Hazel and August as fully realized individuals with dreams, aspirations, and a thirst for life 
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despite their health. In doing so, he challenges society's tendency to cast those with illness as mere 

victims and encourages readers to look beyond the illness and acknowledge their humanity. 

Basically, The Fault in Our Stars is a love story that transcends the boundaries of illness and death. 

Greene's mission is to portray love as a force that can bring joy and meaning to even the most difficult 

situations. The novel explores the nuances of romantic love and its effects on the characters, showing 

how true connection can provide comfort and purpose when faced with hardship. 

      The novel encourages readers to think about the concepts of life and death, to appreciate the beauty 

and brevity of existence. Through the characters' philosophical conversations and pursuit of meaningful 

experiences, John Green encourages readers to think about the fragility of life and the importance of 

living authentically. 

In conclusion, John Green's The Fault in Our Stars serves a profound purpose and mission in exploring 

the human experience, challenging stereotypes, and encouraging readers to think about life, love, and 

death. Through the lens of terminal illness, the novel presents a powerful and emotional story that 

resonates with readers, providing lasting impact and a deeper understanding of the complexity of the 

human condition. 

       Studying lexical-grammatical changes in literary translation, using John Green's "The Girl in Our 

Stars" as an example, shows the complex problems facing translators. It is a delicate dance between 

fidelity to the original and the need to adapt to the linguistic and cultural idiosyncrasies of the target 

audience. Interpreters become not only linguistic mediators but also cultural ambassadors as they 

travel through this territory, bridging the gap between worlds and allowing the beauty of the story to 

shine through new linguistic landscapes. 
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