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Abstract: This article provides information about 
the subordinating conjunction, which is a type of 
conjunction. I explained the place of this type of 
conjunction in the sentence and in what situations 
it is used and what it means in the sentence. This 
linking word or phrase indicates an informative 
value to add to the main idea of the sentence, 
indicating a cause-and-effect relationship or a 
change in time and place between the two clauses. 

INTRODUCTION 

A conjunction is a connecting word or phrase; a subordinating conjunction is a connecting word or 

phrase that introduces a dependent clause and joins it to a main clause or independent clause. Similarly, 

a coordinating conjunction sets up an equal partnership between the two clauses. When a 

subordinating conjunction is linked to a dependent clause, the unit is called a subordinate clause. 

 Subordinating conjunctions can be found in sentences containing two clauses: an independent or main 

clause and a dependent clause. They must come at the beginning of a dependent clause. Subordinators 

help lend meaning to a sentence by linking two ideas. Time, concession, comparison, cause, condition, 

and place are the types of subordinating conjunctions, categorized by meaning. In most sentences, as 

long as the subordinating conjunction precedes the dependent clause, clause order does not matter. 

Subordinating conjunctions are also known as subordinators, subordinate conjunctions, and 

complementizers. Many subordinators are single words such as because, before, and when, but some 

subordinating conjunctions consist of more than one word such as even though, as long as, and except 

that. 
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Subordinating conjunctions are separated into categories by meaning and can serve a few different 

purposes for a sentence. Learn subordinator categories and types, as well as how to construct a 

subordinate clause, here. 

Constructing a subordinate clause is as simple as attaching a subordinating conjunction to the beginning 

of a dependent clause. Then, decide which clause—main or subordinate—you want to come first. See 

the following example. "They'll have a picnic on Saturday," an independent clause, can be modified by 

the dependent clause "it rains" using the conjunction unless: "They'll have a picnic on Saturday unless 

it rains." Said group is staking a picnic on Saturday's weather and, because the main clause begins the 

sentence, the conjunction belongs after it (before the dependent clause). If the sentence instead begins 

with the conjunction followed by a dependent clause, then a supporting main clause must follow. The 

meaning of both sentences is technically the same, but in this case, slightly more emphasis is shifted 

onto whichever clause that comes first. 

Sometimes, placing a subordinate clause first can give deeper meaning to the main clause. In his play 

"The Importance of Being Earnest," Oscar Wilde demonstrated this. Mimicking the way people in love 

speak effusively to one another using subordinators, he wrote, "Gwendolyn says to Jack, 'If you are not 

too long, I will wait here for you all my life,'". 

A subordinating conjunction is a word or phrase that links a dependent clause to an independent clause. 

This word or phrase indicates that a clause has informative value to add to the sentence’s main idea, 

signaling a cause-and-effect relationship or a shift in time and place between the two clauses.  A 

dependent clause, also known as a subordinate clause, is a clause with two specific qualities. Firstly, it 

does not express a complete unit of thought on its own; it cannot stand as its own sentence. Secondly, 

it depends upon an independent clause—one that can stand on its own as a complete sentence—to form 

a complete idea. If independent and dependent clauses could be likened to Batman and Robin, the 

dependent, or subordinate, clause would be Robin, Batman’s assistant. The independent, main clause 

would be Batman, his superhero boss. 

The subordinating conjunction that is simplest to explain is because. Because is a conjunction with just 

one purpose: to show a cause-and-effect relationship between a subordinate clause and a main clause. 

On its own, a clause beginning with because is incomplete. 

Because he wouldn’t wear a seat belt. 
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We have the sense that there is something missing here. Let’s add an independent clause so this 

statement has something to lean on. 

Robin wasn’t allowed in the Batmobile any longer. 

Now we will combine the two in a complex sentence. 

Robin wasn’t allowed in the Batmobile any longer because he wouldn’t wear a seat belt. 

In this sentence, “Robin wasn’t allowed in the Batmobile any longer” is an independent clause. It could 

stand on its own as a complete sentence. A clause that shows a causal relationship, such as “because he 

wouldn’t wear a seat belt” (answering the question “Why?” or “For what purpose?”), is often referred 

to as a clause of purpose. 

Other subordinating conjunctions that can show cause-and-effect relationships and function in the 

same way are for, as, since, though, due to, provided that, because of, unless, and so/so that. 

Batman required strict compliance with seat belt rules; hence Robin was not allowed to ride in the 

Batmobile. 

Since Robin refused to wear his seat belt, Batman has banned him from the Batmobile. 

As demonstrated, conjunctions can bring different layers of meaning to writing by building 

relationships between clauses. There are six main classes of conjunctions, categorized by meaning: 

time, concession, comparison, cause, condition, and place. 

Time 

Time-related conjunctions establish a period when the main clause will be or was performed. These 

include after, as soon as, as long as, before, once, still, until, when, whenever, and while. For example, "I 

will do the dishes after everyone has gone home" might be stated by a hostess who prefers to enjoy her 

guests' company while they are there. 

Concession 

Concession conjunctions help to redefine the main clause by providing additional context regarding 

conditions of delivery. Concession conjunctions highlight an action that took place in spite of an obstacle 

or hindrance and they include although, as though, and even though. An example would be, "Eliza wrote 

the Higgins report even though it was assigned to Colonel Pickering." 
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Comparison 

Similarly, comparison conjunctions—which include just as, though, whereas, in contrast to, and while—

help to establish correlations by providing context for comparison. "Ellen vlogged about the results of 

the political meeting, in contrast to her arch-enemy who merely blogged." 

Cause 

Cause conjunctions illuminate the reason(s) that the activities of a main clause were performed and are 

commonly engineered using as, because, in order that, since, and so that. "Grant dreamed about cheese 

because he had eaten so much of it the night before." 

Condition 

Condition conjunctions introduce rules under which a main clause performs. These are indicated by 

even if, if, in case, provided that, and unless. "If he's going to be there, I'm not going to the party." Often, 

subordinate clauses come first in conditional sentences but they are still dependent on the main clause 

and cannot exist outside of it. 

Place 

Place conjunctions, which determine where activities might occur, include where, wherever, and 

whereas. "I will place my conjunction in the sentence wherever I please." 

Examples of Subordinating Conjunctions 

Subordinating conjunctions are not hard to find when you know where to look for them. Use these 

quotes to get started. 

"Mr. Bennet was so odd a mixture of quick parts, sarcastic humor, reserve, and caprice, that the 

experience of three-and-twenty years had been insufficient to make his wife understand his character." 

-Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice 

"I am always doing that which I cannot do, in order that I may learn how to do it." - Pablo Picasso 

"If you want to change the world, start with yourself." -Mahatma Gahndi 

"When life gives you lemons, make lemonade." -Anonymous 
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